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HE Subje# of the following Diſcourſe is High, | KY 7 
a ; Noble, and Excellent. But my Deſign at that 
Time, being only to preface a little before the || 
Action- ſer mon, by that eminent and worthy Servant f 
Chriſt, Mr. William Moncriet ; / t9ok Care fo abridge my 
Thoughts upon it as much as poſſible, I have ſinee hand- 
led the ſame Text, in my Ordinary, at far greater 
Length : But the Diſcourſe having been quarrelled, a 
was hinted in the Preface to that on Rev. 3. 4. I jud- 
ged it fit to ſend it abroad, in the very ſame Dreſs | 
zn wbich, to the beſt of my Remembrance, it was deli. | 
vered. It is not Accuracy of Stile or Method I ſetup x 
for; but the Edification of the Poor, to whom the Goſs 
pel is preached ; and therefore ſhall contend with none |\| 
upon thoſe Heads. But as for the Dottrines bere deli- 
wered. if 1 durſt nat hazard my own Salvation upon 
the Truth of them, I had never adyentured to preach 
them. as the Truths of God to cthers. 1 am fully per- 
ſwaded that one great Reaſon why the Goſpel has ſv lit. | 
tle Succeſs in our Day, is, hecauſe our Diſcourſes generally 
are ſo little calculate for pulling down our own, ank 
exalting the Righteouſneſs of Chrift, as the alone Fun- 
dation which God hath laid in Zion. Our Sermons loſe 
their Savour and Efficacy for Salvation, if this be wan- 
ting: And | bumbly think the great Apeſtle Paul wa- fo 
of this Mind, Rom. 1. 16, 17. I am not athamed of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the Power of God to Salva- H 
tion to every one that believeth. And if any ask, 1 V 
. 
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hence comes the Goſpel to have ſuch Power to Salva- £ 2 


tion ? He immediately anſwers, For therein is revealed | 


the Righteouſneſs of God from Faith to Faith, . ] 
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89. 16. I» thy Name ſhall they 
11 the Day: Aud in thy Righ- 
be exalted. 


, zn the Beginning of this 
plalm, having run out at a read 
Lengih in the Praiſe and Commenda- 
don of the God of Ifrael, he comes, 
from the 15 Verle of che Pfalm, © declare che 
Happinels of nis Ilrael, or of OE Believers, © 
| | che Fielh were a Type. 
No God's Iſrael are 2 py people, upon 
. feveral Accounts. Firſt, Bcaule they are privi- 
110 Wh leged to know the joyful Loan; in the Beginuing 
E of the 15 Verſe: | joyful Sound, 
I. 2 Sound of Peace, à Sou ife, a Sound © 
* Liberty and $»Ivation. You are all privileged £9 
beat chis Sound, with your 
I great Quezon is, If yu know it, under 
” Pow, . [ 2 
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Iſaiab's Lamentation may but too juſtly be conti- 


Hearers of the Goſpel, Who bath believed var Re- 
port? 2dly, God's Iſracl are a happy People, be- 
cauſe they walk in the Lig ht of his Countenance, 


leged with the {peetal tyrimations of his Love, 
which puts more Gladneis in their Hearts, than 
when Corn, Wine, and Oil doth abound. 34h, 


Whatever Dnebour gement they may meet Wirthitrom : 
the World, yet (t:1l:h:y hare Ground  of'rejoicing ,, 
in their God, In thy Name ſhall they rence all the ? 


Day; and, Thanks be unto God, lays the Apoſtle, 
Who alwiys cauſeth us to triumph in Chrift, qthly,' 
Their Happintis is evident from this, that they » 
are diguzfied and exalied above others, by the im- 
maculare Robe cf a Surety 's Righteoutneſs ; as you 
fee in the Words of my Text, In thy Righteouſneſs 
ſhall they be exalted. | 
In which Words bricfly we may notice, Firſt, 
The Believer's Promotiov, he is exalted,” In rhe 
firſt Adam we were debated unto the loweſt Hell; 
the Crown having fallen from our Heads: But in 
Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, we are again exalted, yea 
exalted as high as Heaven, tor we ſit tog et her with him 
in heavenly Plzes, lays the-Apottle, This is an in- 
credible Faradox to à blind World, that che Be- 
licver, who is ſitting at this Moment upon the 
Dung-Hhill of this Earth, ſhould at the ſame Time 
be ſirting in Heaven in Cbriſſ his glorious Head 
and Reprefentarive; and yet it is indiſt urably true, 
that ne fi: together with bim in heavenly Places, Eph. 
2, 6. Vea, in him, He rules the Nations with a Rod 
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it, and give Faith's Entertainment to it. Alas, 


nued, with Reſpect to the greateſt Part of the 


in the Cloſe of the 15 Verle: They are privi- 


of Fon, and triumphs over, and weadeth upou all 
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las, | the Powers of Hell. 24h, We have the Ground 
nti= | of the Believer's Perferment and Exaltation, it is 
the is in thy Righteouſneſs. It is not in any Righte- 
Re> |}. ouſneſs of his own : No, this he utterly diſelaims, 
be- reckoning it but Dung and Lols, filthy Rags, 
ne, Dogs Meat: But it is in % Righteoutnels, that is, 
wi- the Righicouſnels of God; as the Apoſtle calls it, 
we, | - Rom. 1. 17. The Rightrouſneſs nhich is of God by 
ban Faub. Pinl, 3 9. Ihe Rizhicoume's of God is va- 
dy, T riouſly rake u Serrt tte, Sontetime for the in- 
om finite Rectitude arc Equty of his Nature, Pſal. 
ing g 11.7. The righieous Lord luverh Rig Eteouſneſs, Some- 
the F time tor his rc&tural Equity, or dutributive Jus 
tle 1 ſtice, which he excreifeth 19 the Goverment, of the 
bly,, I World, rewarding the Good, ard pumfhing 
hey » | Evil-doers, Pjal. 9772. Righteouſneſs and Fudge» 
im- ment are the Habuathn of thy IHrone. Sometimes 
ou it is put for bis Veracity and Faithfulneſs in 
weſs accompliſbing his Word of Promiſe, or in exe- 

F cuting bis Word of Threatning, Pſal. 36. 56. 
rſt, '* Thy Faithfulneſ; reacheth unto the Clouds, thy Rig hteouſ- 
the neſs is like the great Mountains. Sometimes it is put 


Il; tor the pertect Righteouſneſs which Chriſt the 
11 of God as our Surety and Mediator brought in, 
yea by his Obedience to the Law, and Death on the 
um Crois, for the Juiiification of guilty Sinners: And 
in- this, asI (aid, is frequently called the Righteouſneſs 
Be- of God; and in this Sehle 1 underfiand it here in 
the the Text, Ia thy Righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted. - 
me The Obtervation is much the ſame wich*the 
ad ,F Words thamſelves, namely, That in er by the Rig b. 
ue,  reouſneſs of Cbriſt, Beltevers are exalted, Or thus, 
ph, | Whatever Honour or Happineſs Believers are exalted* 
reg | to, the Kig hteuuſne /s of Chriſt is the Ground and Foans' 
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dienee, and meritorious Death of the ever · bleſſed 


rety. | 
Surg is the Foundation, which God hath laid 
in Zion, upon which all our Happineſs in Time and 


through Eternity is built. I have not Time now þ 
to adduce parallel Texts of Seripture for the Con- 


firmation of this Doctrine, neither can 1 Rand upon 
a long Prolecution of it, conſidering what great 
Work you have before you through the Day: All 


I ſhall do, ſhall be only, in the firſt Place, to offer © 


a few Propoſitions anent this Righteouſneſs, that 


you may underſtand both the Nature and Necellity - 


of R. Secondly, Give you a few ot its Properties 


to clear its Excelleiicy. Thirdly, Speak a littlę of 


the Believer's Exaltation by Vertue of this Righ- 
teouſnefs. Fowrthly, Apply. 
For the Firſt, To offer a few Propoſitions anent 


this Righteouſneſs, for clearing its Nature and. 
Neceſſity. 1/, then, You would know, that God 
having made Man a Rational Creature, capable of , 


Moral Government, he gave him a Law ſuited to 
his Nature, by which he was to govern himſelf in 
the Duties he owed to God his great Creator. 


This Law was delivered to Man in the Form of a 


Covenant, with a Promiſe of Life upon the Con- 


dition of pertect Obedience, and a Threatming of 


Death in caſe of Diſobedience, Gen. 2, 17, Thus 


' ſtood Matters between God and Man in a State of 


Innocency. 


2dh, Adew, and all his Potterity in him, and | 


with bim, having broken the Covenant, are become 
hable to the Curſe, and Penalty of ic; ſo that our 
Salvation is become ablolutly impoſſible, until Juſ- 


tice be ſatisfied, and the Honour of the broken Law 


be zepaired ; the Lam and Jattics of God are very 
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f 7.4 | 
peremptory, and ſtand upon a full Satisfaction and 
eparation, otherwiſe Heaven's Gates ſhall be ſnut 
and eternally barred againſt Man and all his Poſte» 
ming Sword of Juſtice turns every 
Way, to keep us from Acceſs unto the Paradite that 


34ly, While Man in theſe Circumſtances was 
expecting. nothing but to fall an eternal Sacrifice 


unto Divine Juſtice, the eternal Son of God, in his 


infinite Love and Pity to periſhing Sinagrs, ſteps 


in as a Mediator and Surety ; offering not only 


to take our Narure, but to take our Law-place, 


to ſtand in our Room and Stead ; whereby the 
whole Obligation of the Law, both penal and pre- 


ceptive, did fall upon him. That is, He becomes 
liable and obliged both to fulfil the Command, and 


to endure the Curſe of the Covenant of Works, 
” | * which we had violate, And here, by the Way, 


It's fit to advertiſe you, that it was an Act of a- 
mazirg Grace in the Lord Jehovah, to admit a 
Sure:y in our Room; for, had he Rood to the 


|. Rigour and Severity of he Law, he would have 


demanded a perſonal Satisfaction, without admit- 
ting of the Satisfaction of a Surety : In which Caſe, 
Adam and all his Poſterity had fallen under the 
Stroke of avenging Juttice, through Eternity, But 
Glory to God 1n the Higheſt, who not only admit- 
ted of a Surety, but provided One, and laid help 
upon One that is Mighty, 

4thly, Chriſt, the eternal Son of God, being in 
the Fulneis of Time made of a Woman, and made 
under the Law; as our Surety, he actually, in ous 
Room and Stead, fulfilled the whole Terms of the 
Covenant of Works: That is, in a Word, he o- 
bey d all the Commands of the Law, and oy" 
* 8 
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tue Curſe of it, and thereby brings in a compleat 
Law. righteouſneſs; whereby guilty Sinners are 
juſtified before God: And this is the Righteeuſneſs 
by which we are exalted, by his active and paſſive 
Obedience he magnifies the-Law and makes it ho- 


nourable, and the Lord declares himtelt to be well 
pleaſed for his Righreonſnels S»ke. 


tisfied Juſtice, and thereby brought in an everla- 
ſting Law-richteouſneſs, for a Whole Elect World; 
yet the Elect of God are never exalted by Vertue 
of this Righteouſneſs, till in a Day ot Power they 
be brought to Receive it by Faith, and ſubmit to it 


Antinomian Error of an actu :] juſtifica on from 
Eternity, or yet of a formal Juſſ ifi ation, bearing 
Date from the Death of Chrut. We own wmdeed,, 
with all Proteſtant found Divines, that it was the 
Purpoſe of God to juitific his Elect from Eternity, 
9 ö and that all the Elect were repreſei ted by Chriſt in 
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- his Obedience unto the Deith: Bur that they are 

actually juſtified before Converſion, or before their 
Application by Faith unto the Blood of Jeſus, is 
| impoſſible ; becauſe the Sentence of the broken Law 
ſtands always in Force again't them, till they actu- 
| ally believe in the Son of God; tor be that believes 
| not, is condemned already: And how can they be 
both Jultified and Condemned at the fame Time? 
Till then, they are Children of Wrath, even as o- 


veyed unto. us by Imputation, as is abundantly 
plain from many Places of Scripture, particularly 
Rom. 4. 6, II, 12, 23, 24. God reckons what th 
duxegy did in our Room uuto us; fo that his Righ- 
r teouſneſs 


Fry: 
C » 


bre 


5thly, Although Chriſt obeyed the Law, and ſa- 


for juſtification before God. We diiclaim that 


2 


| 
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| 6thly, This Righteouſneſs of the Surety is con- 


teou 


ſatis 
Imp 


l are” re God, as though we had obeyed the Law, and 
nels ſatisfie Juſtice in our own Perſon. Now, this 
1 * Imputation of the Surety's Righteouſiieſs runs prin- 
nor eipally upon theſe two or three Things. 1½, Upon 
well the eternal Nanſaction between the Father and the 
10 Son, wherein the Son of God was choſen and ſuſ- 
4 tained as the Surety of an elect World: Then iz 
"] 4” | was that he gave Bond to the Father, to pay their 
rid ; Debt, in the red Gold of his Blood; Saying, Sa- 
rtue criſice and Offering thou did not deſire; Lo 1 come, I 
they delight to do thy Will, 24h, It's grounded upon the 
O ic actual Impuration of our Sins unto him. The Lord 
that laid on him the Iniquity of us all, There is a bleſt 
om Exchange of Places between Chriſt and bis People; 
ing He takes on our Sin and Unrighteouſneſs, that we 
ed, may be cloched with the white Robe of his Righ- 
rhe teouſneſs, 2 Cor. 5. 21. He was made Sin for us zho 
ty, - | Anew no Sin, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs 
i tf of God in him, zal), his Imputation goes upon 
are the Ground of the myſtical Union between Chriſt 
EIT and the Believer, When the poor Soul is determined 

iS ina Day of Power to embrace the Lord Jeſus iu the 
4 Arms of Faith, Chriſt and he do that very Moment 
tu- eoaleſee into one Body. He becomes a Branch of 
ves the noble Vine; A Member of that Body whereof 
be Chriſt is the glorious Head of Eminence, Influence 
e? and Government. And being thus united to Chriſt, 
O- the long and white Robe of the Mediator's Righ- 
| teouſneſs is ſpread over him, whereby he is not only 
n- freed from Condemnation, but for ever ſuſtained 
ly as Righteous in the Sight of God, 1 Cor. 1: 30. 
ly But of him are ye in Chriſt Feſus, who of God is made 
he ' unto ns Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Santt fication, 

I0ns 


and Redempt 


C91 


teouſneſs becomes as much ours for Juſtification be- 


» The 


y : h 
(© 
The Second general Head was, To offer a few 


Properties of this Righteonſneſs in which Be- 
hevers are exalted, from whence its Excellency will 


appear. | 

1f, Then, It's an every Way perfect and ſpotleſs 
Righreouſnels : And bow can it be otherwile, 
feeing it is the Righteouſneſs of God ? So perfect 
is it, that the holy Law is not only fulfilled, but 


magnified and made honourable thereby, J. 42. 


21. So perfect is this Righteouſneſs, that the pier- 


cing Eye of Infinite Juſtice cannot find the leaſt 
Flaw in it: Yea, Jultice is fo fully ſatisfied there- 
with, that God {ſpeaks of the Soul who is clothed 
therewith, as though it were in a State of Innocency . 
and perfectly freed from Sin; T hou art all fair, my 
Love, there is no Spot in thce. He hath not beheld 
Iniquity in Jacob, nor Perverjneſs in Iſrael. Indeed, 
he beholds many Spots in the Believer, confidered 
in himſelf; but not a Spot is in him, conſider'd 


as under the Covert of this tpotleſs Righceoutneſs, 


2dly, It is a meritorious Righteouſneſs, T he Re- 
demption of the Soul is \o precious, that it would 
have ceaſed for ever, unleis it had been redeemed by 
this Righteouſnels ; For Silver, and Gold, and tuch 
corruptible Things could never do it. Lay Heaven, 
and all the Glories thereof, in the Ballance with 


this Righteouſneſs, they would be all light as a a 


Feather compared with it, Heaven 1s called a 
purchaſed Inheritance, and this Righteouſneſs is 


the Price that bought it, There is ſuch Merit in 


it, that it expiates Sins of the blackeſt Hew, and 


redeems a Whole Elect World, from Wrath and 
Rum: Yea, ſuch is the in rinſick Value of it, that 


had it been ſo deſigned, it was ſufficient to have re- 


deeincd the whole koſterity ot Adam, yea, Ten. 
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thouſand Worlds of Angels and Men, upon a Sup- 


poſition of their Exiſtence, and Fall. O with what 
| Confidence then may a poor Soul venture its eter- 


nal Salvation upon this Bottom! . | 
3dly, It is an incomparable Righteouſneſs : 
There is no Righteouſneſs among the Creatures that 
can be compared with it, Compare it with our 
own Righteouſneſs by the Law, and the Apottle 
Paul will tell us; that he reckoned his Phariſaical 
Righ:coutnets before Converſion, yea, his own Obe- 
dience after Converſion, but as Dung, when laid 


in the Ballance with it. Phil. 3. 8. Compare it 


with Adam's Righteouſneſs in a State of Innocenee, 


or yet with the Righteouſnels of the ſpotleſs Angels, 


they are but like Glow- worms when compar'd with 
this Sun: The one is but the Righteoninets of a 
Creatute, but here is the Righteouſneſs of God. 
46h, It is a Soul-beautifying and adoraing Righ- 
teouineſs, Iſa, 61. 10, I mill greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my Soul ſhall be joyſul in my God, nho hath cluhed 
me wich the Garments of Salvation, and covered me 


"with the Robes of Righteouſneſs; As a Bridegroum 


. decteih him ſef with Ornaments, and as 4 Bride ador- 
neth her ſelf with Fewels, The poor Soul that was 


black by lying among the Pots, when elorhed with 
this Robe, ſhines as the Wing s of a Dove cover'd with 
Silver, and her Feathers with yellow Gold, 

gthly, It is an everlafing Righteouſneſs, as the 
Prophet Daniel calls it, Chap. 9. 24. Indeed, this 
Righiteouſneis had no Being, ſave in the Purpoſe 

and Promiſe of God, till Chriſt actually appear d 
in our Nature, and ſatisfied the Commands of the 
Law, and Demands of Jultice ; however, upon that 
very Being that it bad in the Purpoſe and Promiſe 
ot God, it became —_ for the Juſtification = 
2 


| I2 
all the Old-Teſtament Saints. This Righteouſneſs 
then, I ſay, is an everlaſting Righteouſneſs, both 
as to the Contrivance and Duration of 1t. The Con- 
trivance of it bears Date from the Council of Peace 
in the aneient Years of Eternity: For the Surety 
was let up from Everlaſting, And as it“ is ever- 
laſting in its Root, fo alſo in its Fruit; For, upon 
this Rightcoutnets, the Saints will ſtand and be 
aſſoil'd, at the Day of judgment; And, upon this 
Bottom, chey will have their Standing in Heaven 
throueh Eternity. The Song of the Redeem'd for 
1 be, He leved us, and waſhed ns mth his 
Blood, 

6thly, Ir is a Soul-dignifying and Exalting Rish- 
teouſneſs. Solomon, Prov. 25. 5. ſpeaking of Equity 
in the Adminittra ion ot Juſtiee, ſays, that even that 
Kind of Righteouſneſs exalreth a Nation, I am ſure 
this holds true of the imputed Rightcouſnets of the 
Lord :fus, as you fec in my Text, In thy Righteouſ- 

neſs ſhall they be exalted, But this leads to the 

Third Thing in the Method, which was to {peak 


of rhe Believer's Exaltation by Vertue ob this Righ- 
reouſnets, And here 1 will very briefly ſhew,Firfl, _ 


What Evils it exalts him above. Secondly, What Hap- 
pineſs and Dignity it exalts him to. | 

Fir, What Evils it exalts bim above. 

1/f, It exalts him above rhe Law as a Covenant 
of Works; yea, above both the commanding and 
condemning Power of that Covenant, Ye are not 
under the Law, fays the Apoſile, but under Grace, 
Kom. 6, 14. And if. they be not ander it, it follows 
that they are exalted above it. Indeed, they are 
not, and cantiot be above it as a Rule of Duty: 
No Creature can be diſpenſed from the Obligation 


of 


1 1 
eſs of yield ing Obedience to the Laws of the great 


. 
2h Creator; and the Believer in a peculiar Manner is | 
on- bound to obey the Law of a Creator, in the Hand 
ace of a Mediator: But, confidering the Law as a 
ety Covenant ot Works, deinandiug rhe Debt of O- 
er- beljence as a Condition of Life, or threarning e- 
don ternal Wrath in cate of Diſobeotence, the Believer 
be is indeed exalted above it by the R-yhteontieſs of 
his Chrift: * And it the Law at any Tune attempt to 
Ven bring the Belicver in Bondiee ro vt, he is to ſtand 


for faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chritt hath made 
his bim free. The Bond woman Hag er, with her Off- 

F ſpring of legal Fe rs aud Terrors, are caft out by 
gh- Fiith in the Lord hs Chr, Gal. 4. 30. If a Be- 
uty lever in Chrut {hall hear the Uhunderings and 
hat Curies of Mount Ebal, or Hnai, he has no Reaſon 
ure to be aftrighted; for Chritt by bis Righteouſ- 
the neſs bath redeemed from the Curſe of the Law. 


ou 7 hou art not come to the Mount that burned with 
| Fire, or unto Blackneſs, and Darkneſs, and Tempeſt ; 
eak but thou art come to Mount Zion, and to Fejus the 


gh- + | Mediator of the new Covenant, and to the Blood of Sprink- 

t, | ling, which ſpeaks beiter J hings than the Blood of 

lap- Abel. The Believer is dead to the Law by the Bo- 

| dy of Cbriſt, being married uutoa better Husband, 
even him that is raiſed from the dead. 


ant 2dly, By this Righteouſneſs the Believer is exa]! 
and ted above the World, Kev, 12. 1. The Woman 
not clothed with the Sun, has the Moon under her Feet ;. 
ace, which may not only point at the Believer's Duty to 
OWS ſoar heavenward in his Aﬀections, but alio his Pri- 
are vilege in Chriſt ro trample both upon the Frowus 
ty: and Flatteries of this Tower World; according to 
tion that of the Apoſtle, This is the Victory whereby we 
of I overcome the World, even our Faith. 
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34h), By this Righteouſneſs he is exalted above 
the Power and Milice of Satan. Indeed, as lo 
as the Believer is on this Side of Jordan, the Devil 
will be harraſſivg him with tis fiery Darts, and do 
his utmoſt to make him go halring ro Heaven; 
but, by Vertue of this Righreouſnets, * namely, 
the Doing and Dying of our ever-blefled vurety, 


the D-vil is both diſarmed and deſtroyed: The 


| Head of the old Serpent is bruiſed ; for, through 
Death, he defiroyed him that had the Power. of 
Death, that is the Devil, And by Faith in the 
Blood and Obedience of the Lord Jeſus, the Be- 
Iiever treads Satan under his feet; they overcome 
him by the Blood of the Lamb. : 
gthly, By this Righteouſnels the Believer is ex- 
alted above Death. Perhaps thou art in Bondage 
through Fear of Death; thy Heart is like to faint 
and fail thee, when thou lookett to the Swellings 


of this Jordan: But take a View of this 'Righte- | 


ouſneſs, and thou ſhalt be cxalred above the Fears 


of it ; for although thou be liable to the Stroke of 
Death, yet by this R:ghteouſneſs thou art freed 


from the Sting of it. What is the Sting of Death? 
I: is Sin, Now Chriſt he has finiſbed Iran ſgreſſion, 
and made an End of Sin, by bringing in everlating 


Rig hteouſneſs. And therefore thou mayel##oll þ 


that Word like a ſweet Morſel under thy Tongue, 
Ho. 13. 14. 1 will ranſom them from the Pomer of 
the Grave: I will redeem them from Death : O Death, 
' 4 will be thy Plagues, O enn Iwill be thy Deſtru- 
C108, L 6 . . 
gthly, By this Righteouſneſs the Believer is exal- 
ted above all Aceuſations, from whatever Airth 
they may come. Rom. 8. 33. there the Apdlile 
| | 5 1 1 gives 


the Ground of this bold Challe 


v5 OW 
gives a bold Challenge, Who can lay any Thing ro 
Ge Charge of God's Elect ? «The Challenge is es Fer 


fal in reſpect of all Aceuſers: As if he had ſaid, 


Is there any in Heaven, Earth, or Hell, that ean 


aecuſe them? It is univerſal in reſpect of all 


the Accuſed ; for the whole Elect of God are com- 
prehended, among whom there have been as great 
Sinners, as ever breath'd on God's Earth, And 
it is univerſal in reſpect of all Crimes. It is not 
ſaid, Who ſhall lay this, or that, or the other 


Crime to their Charge? Bur, any Thing ? And 


hat can be more comprehenſive > Now, what is 
nge? Tis grounded. 
on the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt: For, ſays the A- 
polile, It is God that juſtiſieib, who is he that con- 
demmeth? Ii is Chriſt tha died, yea, rather that is 
riſen again, &e. 

I come, Secondly, to ſhew, What Happineſs or 


| Dignity che Believer is exalted to by vertue of this 
{ -Righteouſnels, And, in ſo many Words, I only 
name itheſe Two or three Patticulars, 1½, He is 


exalted by it unto a State of Peace and Reconcilia- 
tion with God, Rom. g. 1. Being juſtified by Faith, 
ne bade Peace with God, God for ever lays aſide 
every Grudge in his Heart againſt the Soul that is 


} clothed therewith. 


dh, They are exalted by this Righteouſneſs un- 
to a State of Sonſhip. Chritt was made under the * 
Law, to redeem ms that were under the Law, that nr 
might receive the Adoption of Sons, Gal. 4. 4. 
Za, Unto a State af Fellowſhip and F-miliari- 
ty with God, and Acceſs to him with boly Confi- 
dence and Boldneſs, Heb. 4. 14, 16. Having there- 
fore, Brethren, Boldn«ſs to enter into the Holieſt by the 
Blood of Fe ſus, by a nen and living Way, wh be 
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30h), By this Righteouſneſs he is exalted above 
the Power and Milice of Satan, Indeed, as lo 
as the Believer is on this Side of Fordan, the Devi 
will be harraſſiung him with his fiery Darts, and do 
his utmoſt ro make him go halring to Heaven ; 
but, by Vertue of this Righreouſnets, © namely, 
the Doing and Dying of our ever-bleſſed vurety, 
the D-vil is both dilarmed and deſtroyed: The 
Head of the old Serpent is bruiſed ; for, through 
Death, he deſtroyed him that had the Power. of 
Death, that is the Devil, And by Faith in the 
Blood and Obedience of the Lord Jeſus, the Be- 
lievex treads Satan under his feet; they overcome 
him by the Blood of the Lamb. 92 

athhy, By this Righteouſneſs the Believer is ex- 
alted above Death. Perhaps thou art in Bondage 
through Fear of Death; thy Heart is like to faint 
and fail thee, when thou lookeſt to the Swellings 
of this Jordan : But take a View of this Righte- 
ouſneſs, and thou ſhalt be exalted above the Fears 


of it ; for although thou be liable to the Stroke of 
Death, yet by this R:ghteouſneſs thou art freed 


from the Sting of it. What is the Sting of Death? 
I: is Sin, Now Chriſt he has finiſhed Tranſgreſſion, 
and made an End of Sin, by bringing in everlatng 
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Righteouſneſs. And therefore thou maye##ol P clot 


that Word like a ſweet Morſel under thy Tongue, 


Hof. 13. 14. 1 will ran ſom them from the Pemer of 


the Grave: I will redeem them from Death: C Death, 


tien. n 
gthly, By this Righteouſneſs the Believer 1s exal- 
ped above all Accuſations, from whatever Airth 


they may come. Rom. 8. 33. there the Apdlile 


gives 
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gives a bold Challenge, Who can lay any Thing to 
the Charge of God's Elect d · The Challenge is wes Fo 
ſal in reſpect of all Accuters : As if he had ſaid, 


ls there any in Heaven, Earth, or Hell, that can 
aecuſe them? It is univerſal in reſpe&t of all 


the Accuſed ; for the whole Elect of God are com- 
prehended, among whom there have been as great 
Sinners, as ever breath'd on God's Earth, And 
it is univerſal in reſpect of all Crimes. Ir is not 
ſaid, Who ſhall lay this, or that, or the other 


Crime to their Charge? Bur, any Thing ? And 


What can be more comprehenſive >? Now, what is 
the Ground of this bold Challenge? Tis grounded. 
on the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt: For, ſays the A- 
polile, It is God that juſtiſieib, who is he that con- 
demmeth? It is Chriſt that died, yea, rather that is 
riſen again, &e. 

I come, Secondly, to ſhew, What Happineſs or 
Dignity che Believer is exalted to by vertue of this 


3 Righteouſneſs. And, in ſo many Words, I only 


name theſe Two or three Patticulars, 1½, He is 
exalted by it unto a State of Peace and Reconciha- 
tion with God, Rom. 5, 1. Being juſtified by Faith, 
ne have Peace nith God, God for ever lays aſide 
every Grudge in his Heart againſt the Soul chat is 


roll Þ clothed therewith, 


"neue, 
wer of 
Death, 
De ſtru- 


s exal- 
Arth 
Apaiſtle 
gives 


Blood of Feſus, by a new and living Way, which be 


dh, They are exalted by this Righteouſneſs un- 
to a State of Sonſhip. Chriſt was ade under the ' 


Lam, to redeem ws that were under the Law, that ge 


might receive the Adoption of Sons, Gal. 4. 4. 
Za, Unto a State af Fellowſhip and F-miliari- 
ty with God, and Acceſs to him with holy Confi- 
dence and Boldneſis, Heb. 4. 14, 16. Having there- 
fore, Brethren, Boldneſs to enter into the Holieſt by the 
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bath conſecrated for us through the Vail, that I to ſay; 
his Fleſh ; and having an high Prieſt over the Honſe 
of God: Let us draw near with a true Heart, in — 
Aſſurance of Faith, Heb. 10. 19. &c, Having ſuch 
a great high Prieſt over the Houſe of God, let us 
come with Boldneſs to a Throne of Grace, The Be- 
liever may come under the Covert of this Righ- 
reouſne(s, with as great Freedom unto God, as his 
Father in Chrilt, as ever Adam could have done 
in a State of Innocence, - 

athly, Ar laſt thou ſhalt be exalted to a State 
of endlets Glory. For Heaven (as I was hinting” 


before) is the Purchaſe of the Obedience and Death *.- 


of Chritt ; and Faith acted on this Righteouſneſs 
and Satisfaction 's the Path of Life, by which we. 
enter into theſe Rivers of Pleaſures, and that Ful- 
neſs of Joy which is at God's Right-hand for ever- © 
more. | | : 

The Fourth Thing was the Application of the Do- 
Gtrine. And my firſt Ute ſhall be of Information, 
12 theſe few Particulars. 

i/f, Is it fo, that in a Surety's Righteouſnels, 
Believers are exalted ; then ſee henee, that whatever 
Account the World may make of them. as the 
Droſs and Off-icouring of rhe Earth, yer they are 
digihed Perſons in God's Reckoning : Ever ſince 
_ was precious in my Sighr, thou haſt been honou- 
rable. 7 
' zdly, See hence, that the Believer has no Groun 
of Boaſting, Why ? Becauſe it is not iu his own, 
but in Chriſt's Rigliteouſneſs, that he is exalted: 
Boxſting is eæcladed, ſays the Apoſtle; by what Law? 
of Works ? Nay, bat by the Law of Faith, Rom. 3. 
27. If it were by our own Doings or Obedience 
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that we were exalted, we would have ſomething to 
boaſt of: But ſince it is in his Righteouſneſs that 
we are Exalted, we have nothing whereof to glory 
in our ſelves. There are three Queſtions that che 
Apoſtle asks, which may ſilence all Feſh, aud put 


all Boaſters to an eternal Bluſh, 1 Cor. 4. 7. Who 


maleth thee to differ? What haſt thou that thou did # 
not receive © Why does thou glory as if thou had not 
received it, Let Believers themſelves poſe their 
Souls wich thoſe or the like Inquiries, when Pride 
begins co ariſe in their Breaſts, 

- 3dly, See hence, what Obligation we ly under to 


the Lord Jelus: Who, although he was the great 


Law-giver, yet was content to be made under the 
Law; though he was che Lord of Life, yet hum- 
bled himſelt unto the Death, to bring in that Righ= 
teouineis by which we are exalted. He was con- 


I tent to be numbred among the Tranſgreſſors, that 


we might be counted among the Righteous : He 


«| was content to become Sin, that we might be made 


the Righteouſneſs of God : Content to become a 
Curle for us, that the Bleſſing of Abraham might 
reſt upon us, O admire this Love, which paſſeth 
Knowledge. | 
4thly, See hence a noble Antidete againſt a Spi- 


ritt of Bondage unto Fear, What is it that thou 


fears, O Believer? Indeed, if thou ſin, thou may 


I fear the Rod of a Father; for he will viſit thy 


Tranſgreſſion with the Rod, and thine Iniquity 
with Stripes; But art thou afraid of vindictive 


' Wrath ? There is no Ground for this, Late 1. 74. 


He has delivered us ont of the Hands of our Enc- 


mies, that we might ſerve him without Fear; that 


is, without all ſervile or ſlaviſn Fear of Wrath 


Art thou afraid of the Tempeſts of Mount Sinai 
bers is no Ground for that, 
b N 294 | 
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upon the Head of thy Surety; and therefore thou 
may ſing and ſay, as Iſa. 12. 1. hs thou walk 
angry with me, thine .Anger is turne . 
thou afraid left thou be refuſed Acceſs unto: the 
Preſence-chamber ? Improve this Righteouſneſs by 
Faith, and thou ſhalt ſeg that the Way to the Holy 
ot Holieſt is opened, and get the Banner of Love 
diſplayed over thee. When ever the poor Believes: 
takes the Righteoulneſs of the Surety in the Hand |] + 
of Faith, and holds it up unto God as a Ranſom 
of his own Finding, he is fo well pleaſed with it, 
that his Frowns are turned inte Smiles. In a Word, 4 
you ſhall never get rid of a Spirit of. Bondage, till 
ou learn by Faith to improve this Law-biding 
bel ; and then indeed legal Fears and 
Terrors do evaniſh, like the Darkneſs of the Night 
before the Riſuig of the Sun. BY 
Ule Second, of Reproof unto all thoſe. who are | 
ſeeking to exalt themſelves by a Righteouſneſs of 
their own, like the Fews, Rom. 10. 3., Who went. 
about to eſtabliſh their own Rig btegu ine ſo, and would | 
not ſubmit to the 3 the Gol, wh There are | : 
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ſome of the Hearers of the Goſpel, ho exalt them- 
ſelves in a negative Righteouſneſs : They are not 
ſo bad as others; they are free of grofs Out-break- 
ings, being no common Drunkards, Swearers, or 4. 
Sabbath-breakers, and therefore conelude that all. | 
is right with them: But, Sirs, the Phariſee eould 
make this Brag, and Paul before Convexſion could 
ſay that touching the Law he was blameleſs; and 
yet, when God opened his Eyes, he found him- 
lelf lying under the Arreſt of juſtice: For, when the | * 
Command ment came, Sin reviu'd, and be died. Others 
are exalting themſelves in a. moral Kind of Righte- 
teouſneſs: They not only ceaſe to do Evil, but do. | - - 
many Things that. are materially god: Jhey arr. 
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ſober, temperate, juſt in their Dealings, liberal to 
the Poor, good peaceable Neighbours 5 they love 
every Body, and Every Body loves them; they keep 
the Commandments as well as they en; and this 


zs the Ground they are ſtand ing upon, But I may 


" fay to you, as Chriſt ſaid ro the young Man, who 
told him, Al! theſe Things bave I kept from my 
* Toxth up; One Thing thou yet lacteſt. O what is that? 
ay you. Llanſwer, it is to be brought off from that 


rotten Bottom of a Covenant of Works that ye are 


ſanding upon. Ye want to fee that ye are ſpiri- 


I ruilly deid in Treſpaſſes and Sins; and that ye are 


legally dead, condemned already, and the Wrath 
of God abiding on yon, Ye want to 1ce, that all 
Jour 0wn r is as filthy Rags, and to be 
made to ſay wich the Church, Surely in the Lord 
have 1 Righteouſneſs and Strength. Others will 
further chan bare Merality ; they will abound 
in the Duties of Religion, read, hear, pray, com-. 
municate, run from Sermon to Sermon, from Sa- 
erament to Sacrament, and upon theſe Things they 
reſt: All theſe Things are good in their proper 
Place; but if you build your Hope ef Acceptance 
here, you are ſtill upon a Covenant of Works 
Bottom, ſeeking Righteouſneſs, as it were by the 
Works of the Law; and while you do fo, you do but 
{eek the Living among the Dead. All your Works 
are but dead Works, till you be in Chriſt; and 7 
they will but Rand for Cyphers in God's Recko- © 
ning, till you be brought to ſubmit to this Righ+ , -* 


_  teoutneſs, by which alone guilty Sinners can be 


exalted, Others rely upon a mixt Kind of Righte- 
ouſneſs: They will freely own that their Duties and 
Performances will never exalt them into Favour 


and Acceptance with God; but, O, ſay they, it is 


Chit and our Duties, N and our Etayers, 
17 f 2 RM he , | 
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he and our Tears and Repentance, that muſt de || »56 
it. But believe it, Sirs, Chriſt and the Idol of Self | Thi 
will never cement, Theſe old rotten Rags will ne- 
ver picec in with the white and new Robe of the 
Righteouſneſs of the Son of God; and if you ad- 


ven ure to mingle them together, Chriſ ſhall. pro- 
fit you nothing, Gal. 5. 2, 3, 4. Others again, they 


will pretend to renounce all their Works and Dae - | 


ties, and own with their Mouths that it is b 


Faith in Chrilt only that they hope to be accepted; ; 


but tho' they own this with their Mouth, yet ſtill 
their Hearts cleave faſt unto a Covenant of Works; 
they were never through the Law dead to the Law; 
And when nothing elite will do, they will make 


th:ir own Act of Believing the Righteouſneſs on 


which they lean for Acceptance; which is ſtill a 
ſeeking Righteouſneſs in themielves: Whereas, if 
ever we be juſtified before God, we mult have it in 
the Lord Jctus, ſaying, In him will we be juſtified, 
and 1n him alone will we glory, Faith carries 
the Soul quite out of itſelt; yea, Faith renounces 
its own Act in the Point of Juſt fication. All 
tbeſe and many other Rooms and lying Refuges, 
Hatch the Devil and our own Hearts deviſed, to 
lead us off from Chriſt: But, O Sirs. believe it 


«theſe are but Imaginary Saiictuaries, and the Hail | 


will {weep them away. Nothing but the Doing 
and Dying of the Surety, apprehended by Faith, 
will ever exalt you into Favour and Fellowſhip 
with God; or acquit you from the Curle and 
Condemnation of the broken Law: And unleſs ye 
betake your ſelves ro the Horns of "this bleſſed Al- 
tar, to this Refuge of God's appointing, you are un- 
done; and you may, read your Dogm, I/. 50, 
I 1. Be hold, all ye that kindle 4 Fire; that compajs 
peut jeives about with Sparks ; Walk in ihe Light gf 
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lo ier Fire, and in the Sparks that ye have kindled. 
ell | This ſhall ye have of mine Hand, ye ſhall ly down in 
„ Sorrow. 

he © Uſe Third, of Trial. Is it fo, that in Chriſt's 
d- Righteouſneſs we are exalted ? O then, Sirs, try if 
you be really exalted by this Righteoutnels, 

ey There is the more need to try this now, that you 
a+ - are to approach the Table of the Lord; this Righ- 
y _ |. teouſnels is the Wzdding-Garment without which 
dz you cannot be welcome Guelts. And, if you ad- 


all Þ venture to meddle with the Symbols of Chritt'sBody 
ks and Blood without it, you may expect that the 
. Matter of the Featt will ſay to you, Friend, how 
ke cameſft thou hit her, wanting the Wedding -Garment ? + 
on | For your Trial, 1 cft-r thete two or three Things. 
la } Firft, Halt thou teen thy felt condemned by the 
if Law or Covenant of Works ? Every Man by Nature 
in is condemned already, while out of Chriſt. Now, 
2d, | the ordinary Way that God takes of bringing an 
ies ] elect Soul in to Chriſt, and under the Covering of 
ces f his Righteouſnels, is by diſcovering unto him the 
All I Sentence of Condemnation that he is under, by 


zes Þ| Vertue of the broken Law; and thus paves the Way 
to toward his Acceptance of Chriſt as the Lord our Rig b- 
it, |. zeouſneſs, For thus it is that the Law is our School- 
= on © matlter to lead us to Chriſt, that we may be juſtified 
ng by Faith, The Lord leads the Sinner to Mount 
th, I Zion by the Foot of Sinai: The Spirit's Way is firſt 
up Io convince of Sin, and then ot Righteouſneſs, 
ad | 24ly, Has the Lord diſcover'd the Surety and his 
ye I Righteoutneſs to thee? And has thy Soul found 
\l- }. Reſt here? Perhaps the Law and its Curſes, Juftice 
in- Þ| and Wrath were purtuing thee; and thou could 
5Q, not find a Hole wherein to hidethy Head, all Re- 
„ fuge fail'd : At length the Lord drew by the Vail, 
and dafcoyer'd his Righteouſneſs as a ſufficient 
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Shelter, ſaying, Tarn in to the frong Hold, _ |, 

Priſoner of Hipe; And thither thou fled, as unto a4 
City of R-fuge, ſaying, This is my Refft, bere will \|" 
1 dell; Readily, when it comes to this, there is a © | 
little Heavemof Serenity and Joy enters into -the j} *' 
Soul; fo that, if it were poſſible, it would make 
Heaven and Earth to ring with Hallelujahs of Praiſe -|- | 

unto God for his unſpeakable Gift. Does thou | 
not know, O Believer, ſome Thing of this, to thy | 
ſweet Experience? This ſays that in his Righteoul- 4 11 
a 
. 
1 


: 
& 1 


neſs thou art exalted. 3dly, When an Arrow of . 
Conviction is at any Time (hot by the Hand off 
God into thy Conicience, whereby thy Peace and. 
Quiet is diſturbed, whithex does thou run for Eaſe Þ 


and Relief? The Man that is married to the Laẽ-w, n 
he runs unto the Law for Relief and Eaſe; The * 
Law is the Thing, that heals him; His Prayers, 1 
his Tears, his Reformation, is that which ſtops the ſt 


Mouth of his Conſeience: But as for the Believer, & * 
he ein never find Relt, on this Side of the Blood |. 

of Sprinkling; He gets his Healing only from un- de 
der the Wings of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, No I 18 
other Balm will give him Eaſe, but the Balm of. of 
Gilead; and no other Hand can apply it, but' the » 0 
Phyſician there. 4thly, If you be exalted by im- er 
puted Righteouſneſs, you will be the real Students | th 
of Goſpel-holineſs. It is a grols perverting of the] P® 
Croſpel, and a rurning of the Grace of our God in- fil 
to Wantonneſs, for Folk to pretend that they are Lo 
juſtified by the Merit of Chriſt, While they are not He 
at the tame Time concerned to be ſanctified by the | Ac 
Spirit of Chriſt. - SanRification, or Freedom from 


- (23 
Aud topwify unta bim ſelf a pronliar People, zealous of 
good Works, - Jungen and Sealer go al- 
Ways Hand in Hand: He who is made of God un- 
to us Righteouſneſs, is allo made Sanctification; 
Ve ate juſtified and ſanctified in the Name of the 
Lord Jetus, and by the Spirit of our God. Try 
iſe Your lelves then by this, whether you be exalted 
; |, by this Righteouſneſs. Are you delivered from 
tze reigping Power of Sin? At leaſt, is it fo far 
broken, that it is become your Burden, under which 
- You groan, faying with the Apoſtle, Wretched Man 

” that am, who will deliver me from the Body of this 
© Death? 4 | = | 
Ule Fourth (hall be of Conſolation and Encourages» - 
ment to Believers, who are cxalted in this Righ- 
teouſneſs, By Vertue of it, O Believer, thou art 
intitled unto every Thing that poſſibly thou can 
ſtand in need of. Whatever Grace or Mercy thou 
wants, thou ſhall have it, if thou do but improve 
this Law-biding Righteouſneſs. Wants thou par- 
© |: doning Grace, to take away the Guilt of Sin? That 
js one of the Gitts of God, thro' the Righteouſneſs 
of Chrift apprehended by Faith: For he is ſet forth 
tobe 4 Propitiation through Faith in his Blood, to ſhew 
in- Jertb bis Righteouſneſs for the Rem:iſſion of Sins, Wants 
* ats chou to have thy Peace with God confirmed ? Im- 
of the brove this Rightcouſnels by Faith: For, being Fu- 


od in- I Fife by Faith, we have Peace with God throngh the 4 


Lord Jeſus Chriff, Wants thou Acceis unto the 
les | THEE By Pat in the Bluod of jeſus hade ne 
50 the | Acceſs witb Boldneſs, Wants thou medicinal Grace 

Lon for healing of Soul-plagues? Improve this Righteouſ- 
: ang J veis by Faith: For, by his Stripes we are healed.. 
id has Out of the Side of our Goſpel-· altar comes forth li- 
2 14. T ving Water, that bealetb the corrupt and dead Sea 
„en, | of indyiclling Corruption,” Exel. 47. at the Begzin- 


* 
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ning. This is the Tree of Life, whoſe Leaves are 
for the Healing of the Nations. Wants thou a 


Shadow or Covering, to ſhelter thy weary Soul 


from the ſcorching Heat of Divine Anger, or of 
Temptation from Saran, or Tribulation from the 
World? Improve this Righteouſneſs, and fit down 
under the Shadow of it, It is as the Shadow of 4 


great Rock in 4 weary Land, Wants thou Courage 


to look the Law, or juſtice of God in the Pace 8 
Here is a Fund for it ; tor under this Covering thou 


may look out with Confidence; and fay, Who can_ 
lay any Thing to my Charge? Wants thou to haye 


the new Covenant confirin d to thy Soul? Improve 
this Righteouſneſs by Faith; for Chriſt, by his 
Obedience and Death, confirmed the Covenant with 
many. His Blood is the Blood of the New Telta- 
ment, and when the Soul by Faith takes hold of it, 
the Covenant of Grace is that Moment confirm'd 
unto it for ever. In a Word, by Vertue of this 
Righteouſneſs, thou may come to a Communion- 
Table, and to a Throne of Grace, and ask what 
thou wilt, our heavenly Facher can refuſe nothing 
to the younger Brethren, who come to him in their 
elder Brother's Garment, By Vertue of this Righ- 
teouſneſs, thou may lay Claim to every Thing, to 
all-the Bleſkiigs of Heaven and Eternity: Thou did 
indeed forfeit thy Right inthe firſt Adam, but the 
Forfeiture is recovet'd, and the Right reſtor d to 
thee, upon a better Ground, namely upon the Obe- 
dience and Death of the ſecond Adam; and thou 
coms in upon his Right. May not all this then re- 


vive thy drooping Spirit? And make thee take up 


that Song inthe Text? In thy Name will I rejoice all 
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the D: And in thy Righteouſneſs mill 1 be exalted, © 
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